
Mayor’s Hike Bike and Paddle 
September 1, 2014 – Labor Day 

The Paddle Route 
 

 
Come Paddle with the Louisville Community as we explore by human powered boats 

Louisville’s waterfront, the McAlpine Lock and Dam, Sand Island and New Albany’s Riverfront 

Park.   

 

7 am to 10 am:    Launch boats, participate in the Mayor’s Hike Bike and Paddle’s festival with 

over 50 booths, free t-shirts while supplies last. 

 

10 am:   The Big Four Parade: Paddle from the waterfront or the community boat house and 

circumnavigate the big four bridge.    

 

10:45 am:   Gather off of Waterfront Park on the Ohio River.    The Derby City Dragons will be 

leading the canoe/kayak/SUP/row boat flotilla downstream.    

 

First stop - The World Fest celebration on the Belvedere;  

Second stop:  The Portland Canal  

Third Stop: Enter the riverside chamber of the McAlpine Locks and Dam.    

Fourth Stop:  New Albany Riverfront Park  

 

 

  



The Logistics:  
 

The Lock Through is a one way trip, from Louisville’s Waterfront to New Albany’s Riverfront 

Park.  You are responsible for your own boat shuttle, unless you are renting a canoe/kayak or 

you are with an organized group.    Four Tarc buses will make continuous shuttles from New 

Albany back to your car, where you can then drive back and pick up your boat.   Or you can drop 

you own car at the take out and get a ride back with a friend.     The event is part of the larger 

Hike Bike and Paddle event, so parking at the beginning is difficult.  At 8 am, there is a large 

bicycle and running race that will block some roads; plan on arriving early or make other 

arrangements. Best route is Westbound River Road for boat drop off. 

 

The Harbor at the Great Lawn in Louisville’s waterfront Park is the official launching site.  

 

Drop boats off between 7 am and 10 am:  River road will be blocked but cars with boats will be 

able to pass through the road blocks and unload their boats under the I-64 Bridge in the Green 

parking lot, once unloaded, leave, park and walk back.   Alternative parking and put in sites:     

 
1. Community Boat 

House 

2. Eva Bandman Park   

3. Cox Park  

4. Jeffersonville – Van 

Dyke Park Boat Ramp 

upstream of the big 

four bridge  

 

 

 

 

The Shuttle - New Albany Riverfront Park:  TARC buses provided which will drop you off at 

Waterfront Park or the Community Boat House. Then drive back and get your boat.   

Or…..  
 

Do your own shuttle before or after the event, 

drop your boat off at the Waterfront Park or 

one of the alternative launch sites, then drive 

your car with racks and park at the New 

Albany Riverfront Park early that morning then 

get a ride back up with a friend. 

 

 



Mayor’s Hike Bike and Paddle – Labor Day 

September 1, 2014 - Highlights  

 

For a history of our paddle route check out Chuck Parrish’s (a local author) book:   

Triumph at the Falls: The Louisville and Portland Canal, 2007. 

 

Hike Bike and Paddle: Over 50 booths on healthy sports, Yoga and Tai Chi Warm-ups Zumba Demo, Pickleball 

Demonstration, Pick Up Route Map at Information Booth, Food and Beverage, T- shirts, Water Bottles, Bike 

Helmets, Bike Doctors, Kayak Rolling Contest - by Quest Outdoors, Mayor Greg Fischer’s Welcome 

 

Big Four Bridge: 10 am Big Four Bridge Boat parade.    The Big Four Bridge opened in 2014 as a  pedestrian bike 

pathway between Kentucky and Indiana.    

Belvedere, WorldFest Celebration: WorldFest, one of the region’s largest international festivals, celebrates its 12th 

anniversary with four days of world food, music, dance, culture and education this Labor Day weekend on 

Louisville’s Belvedere downtown.  We will have an official paddle by and review at 11 am.    

 

Portland Canal: In 1830 the Louisville & Portland 

Canal was completed, thus providing a water by-

pass around the falls and opening the way for 

increased river traffic from Pittsburgh to New 

Orleans. 

 

McAlpine Lock and Dam: The McAlpine Locks and 

Dam is located on the Ohio River 604.5 miles below 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at the northwestern end of 

Louisville, Kentucky, in the Portland neighborhood. 

The navigation locks are located on the Kentucky 

side of the river at mile 606.8. The upper pool extends approximately 75 miles to the Markland Locks and Dam. 

 

Falls of the Ohio State Park:  The "Falls" was originally a series of rapids allowing the Ohio River to drop 26 feet 

over a distance of two and a half miles. This was the only navigational hazard over the 981 mile-length river formed 

by rock outcrops. Today much of the original falls have been flooded behind the McAlpine dam. 

 

New Albany’s Riverfront Park:    The riverfront park has the Jaycees Boat Ramp, the Riverfront amphitheater, 

access to the Greenway and public restrooms.  

 

Portland Wharf Park:   The Portland Wharf Park is on the Kentucky side of the Ohio as soon as we leave the 

McAlpine Locks and Dam.    As of now there is no boat access point in the park.    The CSX railroad bridge goes 

through the park, hopefully one day it will be open to pedestrian and bike traffic as it used to be.   

 

Shawnee Park: Frederick Law Olmsted designed Shawnee Park as the great public space of the city – a place for 

picnics, sports, parades and large public gatherings.   It is downstream of our take out, but could serve as an 

alternative take out for those adventurous paddlers who want to extend their trip by a mile or two.    No formal 

canoe access, but there is a nice beach with a trail that you can carry your boat up to a car.   

http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Portals/64/docs/Ops/Navigation/TriumphAtTheFalls.pdf
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown/HikeandBikeMHHM/HikeBikeansPaddleSchedule.htm
http://www.louisvillewaterfront.com/projects/big_four/
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/globalization/worldfest/
http://www.city-data.com/us-cities/The-South/Louisville-History.html
http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Navigation/LocksandDams/McAlpineLocksandDam.aspx
http://www.fallsoftheohio.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nariverfront
http://www.goportland.org/portlandwharfpark.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroParks/parks/shawnee/

